Early in January 1938, Franz von^Papen received news
from a disgruntled, but politically-minded General of the
Reichswehr, that his life was in danger; at least, the General
was not quite sure if von Papen would be the target or
whether it would be General Muff, the German Military
Attache in Vienna. The communication went on to say
that this alleged imminent attempt at the assassination
of a German diplomat (presumably by a Schuschnigg
supporter) would be followed by a Putsch, and sub-
sequently Germany would send troops into Austria to
restore order.
Von Papen smiled. He knew of the plans for the Putsch
but surely not again the attempt on his life.
Coincident with this information, the Federal Chancellor
received reliable reports relating to the massing of German
troops, the strengthening of the Alpine command and the
removal of the Austrian Legion from their Northern
camps to the Bavarian Tyrol. A further report, from von
Papen's own circle in Berlin, confirmed the plan to attempt
the German Ambassador's life. Another report brought
news of the points of massing, the strength of the units,
and the names of the Generals in command.
The proper mental atmosphere having been created
over a number of years, the reports proved that at last the
material preparations for the assault on Austria were
finished. It was really Dr. Tavs who upset the original
plan of Hitler's for 30 January, by boasting about it in a
newspaper article circulating in the Balkan States, and on
information from Jugoslavia, the Vienna police raided the
office in the Teinfalt Strasse, where they found incriminating
material similar to that found in the raid on the laundry
in the Helferstorfer Strasse, together with a list of all the
secret political leaders in Austria and confirmation, in
writing, of the plot to murder von Papen. Dr. Tavs was
arrested and Captain Leopold was detained, questioned
and subsequently released.
Among the papers confiscated in the raid were several
alternative plans for a Putsch and German military inter-
vention, but the most important one was that which has
now come to be known as the R.H. plan, because it was
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